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Moderator’s Letter  
Reverend Janet  R i ley ,  Mode rat or ,   
Coord inat ing  Team PWGL  
   
 

 

March 2026, Spring Issue 

T H E  L I N K L E T T E R  
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N    

P R E S B Y T E R Y  G I D D I N G S - L O V E J O Y   

 

  

Dear Presbyterian Women of Giddings-Lovejoy,  

I am extremely grateful to Presbyterian Women for the many ways it has 

expanded my understanding of the issues facing women globally and locally. 

Through shared experiences of study, fellowship, and advocacy, I have 

received the gift of deep and abiding friendships. Serving alongside women 

united by a common purpose, Presbyterian Women come to know our true 

identities as those rooted and grounded in love through the indwelling power 

of Christ. Forgiven, loved, and freed by God, we strive to share that love with 

others as we work for justice and peace. 

Presbyterian Women thrive on connections. At the national level, the 

Churchwide Coordinating Team is responsible for the ongoing life of PW and 

serves as the administrative body for PW between triennial Churchwide 

Gatherings. Our next Churchwide Gathering will be in Louisville, Kentucky 

August 5-8, 2027. This is an experience you will not want to miss as women 

across the country gather for inspiring worship, education, community-

building, fun, and renewal.        cont. pg 2   
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At the regional level, our Synod Coordinating Team encourages connections 
between women from the various presbyteries of the Synod of                                      
Mid-America. This summer, we are looking forward to participating in the 
Synod PW Gathering in Branson, Missouri, at the Clarion Hotel August 9-11th.  
 

At the presbytery level, the Coordinating Team of the Presbyterian Women of 
Giddings-Lovejoy plans fall and spring gatherings working in conjunction with 
women in the local church. These gatherings bring boundless joy as 
Presbyterian Women come together to celebrate our diversity, forge new 
friendships, and enjoy the gift of hospitality offered by our host church. 
 

One of the joys of PW connection is the opportunity to engage in Bible Study 
utilizing the Horizons Bible Study, a study written by Presbyterian Women for 
Presbyterian Women. With a yearly subscription to Horizons magazine, you 
receive both the Bible study and the quarterly Horizons magazine which 
highlights how faith and life work together. For local churches that use the 
Horizons Bible Study, there is the opportunity to participate in the presbytery-
wide study on Zoom. Let me know if you would like your name added to the list 
of participants.  
 

Each woman who is a member a Presbyterian Church is considered a 
Presbyterian Woman!  When PW women come together to celebrate and 
affirm one another, we are inspired, enriched, and strengthened to serve and 
to love both self and neighbor.  
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From Advent to Lent 
Ann Schmid ,  L i nk let te r ,  Co-ed i tor   
 

Most people live by their “To-Do” Lists!  I know I do! It is a wonderful feeling to 
scratch items off, knowing the responsibility has been completed.  How often 
do we look back at a list and reflect on what was accomplished and the impact 
all those actions might have on the future!   
 

New Hope Presbyterian Church, St. Peters, MO, of which I am a member, 
sponsors an annual event entitled, Advent by Candlelight.  During the first 
week of December, an evening of scripture, music, fellowship and delicious 
desserts is hosted for the women of the church, supported by the men of the 
church.  Guests are greeted by beautifully decorated tables with a focus on 
Advent and a theme which changes yearly.  Last year’s theme was “Peace and 
Joy”.     
 

There was a “Memories Table” where attendees were invited to fill out a card 
with the name of someone they were remembering and a special memory.  
Through our memories we find joy, which leads to peace.  In Jesus’s words in 
John 14:27: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.  Do not let your 
heart be troubled nor let it be afraid.” NIV.   
 

Also, a free-will offering was collected with $500 given to the New Hope 
Presbyterian Women Scholarship Fund for a deserving college bound senior 
and the New Hope Youth Activities Fund.   
 

How often do we forget that what was on our “To-Do” lists have continuing 
effects for so many.  As we move ahead through this time of Lent, may we 
reflect and pray for all people who feel loss, for youth all over the world, and  
                                                                                                                                  Cont. next page 
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for everyone facing new challenges in 

their lives.  What we DO makes a 

difference!  Blessings as we move 

onward through this time of 

contemplation!  Anyone interested in 

hosting an Advent by Candlelight event, 

please contact Ann Schmid, 

ann_schmid1@yahoo.com   and/or 

Advent by Candlelight, by Heather Hume Melcher, Concordia Publishing 

House: St. Louis, MO, 2013. 

 

Women’s History Month is a celebration of women’s contributions to history, culture 

and society, and has been observed annually in March in the United States since 

1987. Let this be a time to celebrate the women who enrich our communities, our 

churches, our country, and the world. Some resources for your observance: 
 

1. Explore American Women: A Guide to Women's History Resources at the Library  

    of Congress. https://guides.loc.gov/american-women 

2. In honor of Women's History Month, Social Justice Books will feature a children's   

     book each day. https://socialjusticebooks.org/womens-history-month-book- 

    every-day/ 

3. National Women's History Alliance has its March 2026 Women's History magazine 

    full of women’s stories of making sustainable change.   

   https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/NWHA-2026-

WH-Magazine.pdf 

4. If you want to remain Presbyterian-focused, visit Presbyterian Women’s website  

   on the history page, https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/who-we-are/history/ 
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See page 7 to register 
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For as the soil makes the sprouts come up and a garden  

   causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make  

   righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.   

        Isaiah 61:11 
 
 

 

Linkletter Editors: 
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