Friends
As I write these words, the jury is in deliberation in the trial of former Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin for the death of George Floyd. I write today simply to invite you to join
your prayers and commitments with ours for peace, for hope, and for justice, truly for every
person.
One of my colleagues from Minneapolis asked for our prayers
yesterday. He invited us to pray:
“for the soul‐level exhaustion of the Black community, both
within the (Twin Cities) Presbytery and in the wider society. Prayers
for a broken city and region whose necessary work for justice, not
simply around one verdict but for its long‐term transformation, will
be steep and challenging. And for a commitment to action fixed on
what truly matters: changing and reforming our hearts and our
systems.”
These prayers seem appropriate and needed, not just for people in Minneapolis, or St. Louis,
but for every community across the country.
There is clearly something broken. Over and over again black lives are lost to violence, often
at the hands of police, in totally preventable ways. I don’t claim to have answers. But I do
know that we should not go on living this way. Our American ideal of full equality for all
people, without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, or disability seems more
elusive all the time. Questions of privilege and age-old biases complicate the matter, as well.
Yet the God of Resurrection Life calls us to live in hope, seek justice for every person and
proclaim good news that everyone may be free to live their lives in the full expectation of
fair, equitable, and just treatment.
Rabbi Tarfon, from the period following the destruction of the second temple in Jerusalem is
quotes as saying:
Do not be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief.
Do justly, now.
Love mercy, now.
Walk humbly, now.
You are not obligated to complete the work,
But neither are you free to abandon it.
-- based on Micah 6:8
May the Prince of Peace fill us in every way as we await the verdict in Minnesota and seek
true equality for all in the days and years ahead.
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